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apprentice. On March 8th last he disappeared for 12 hours
and upon his return home he stated that he had walked about
30 miles in the country-his condition presumably being one
of sub-conscious automatism, probably of epileptic origin.
’The following day he went out to buy some groceries but did
aiot return home and no word or trace of him had been
received, since by his wife. This case, apart from its psycho-
logical interest, has many features of resemblance to a case
of epilepsy recorded in these columns and possesses con-
siderable meclico-legal importance in regard to the responsi-
bilitv for deeds committed during the condition of mental

.automatism peculiar to such cases.

TEA INTOXICATION WITH SPINAL SYMPTOMS.

A PAPER dealing with an obscure and little known group
of spinal symptoms arising from the abuse of tea was read by
Dr. Alfred Gordon at the June meeting of the Philadelphia
Neurological Society. He presented a patient, a woman,

aged 31 years, who seven years previously had had an opera-
tion performed for some condition of the uterus. Since then

she had contracted the habit of drinking tea to excess, some-
times 15 cups a day. Three months previously her present
illness began with symptoms of fatigue and unsteadi-
’ness in walking. The knee-jerks were increased, sensa-

rtion was altered, and hypersesthesia was present in the

lower extremities. The pupils were unequal and there was
nystagmus. Romberg’s symptom was present. Recently
she had suffered from spells of unconsciousness " lasting
for a few moments. There was a feeling of weariness in the
legs and the clinical picture was that of hysteria and of
lateral sclerosis. Cases of this kind, says Dr. Gordon, are
,rare, and the possibility of contamination of the tea with
ilead in minute quantities should be borne in mind. In the

discussion following the above communication Dr. D. J.

McCarthy said that he had seen a case where the patient
’was accustomed to take as much as 10 cups of tea a day.
In that case the symptoms pointed to sclerosis of the spinal
.cord. 

__

AN ANTI-VACCINATION BILL.

WE observe among the private members’ Bills that are

before the House of Commons one which purports to amend
’the Vaccination Acts and which exemplifies the tendency
of the would-be legislator to follow up any newly made altera-
tion in the law with a proposal that seeks to "go one better,"
.and that in doing so would threaten serious mischief if the
introduction of a Bill by a private member were to imply
in any considerable number of cases the production of a
,new Act of Parliament. As illustrations of our meaning we
might cite an attempt of the present year to limit the working
.dayof the miner to eight hours from bank to bank-that is, to
reckon his time in the mine on his way to his work as well as
,his time actually working-and other Bills which have

sought to forbid the employer, already made responsible
for injuries done to a workman by the negligence
.of his fellows, from setting up in answer to an action

for compensation contributory negligence, or wilful mis-

"conduct on the part of the injured workman or "any
.other defence" (sie) to an action for compensation. The

Bill to which we now call attention follows up the clause
in the recent Vaccination Act which brought into being the
.conscientious objector by seeking to enact that no parent
or person having the custody of a child shall be compelled or
- ordered to vaccinate such child by any justice, court, or other,
having authority hitherto, to so compel or order." The

particular portion of the operative section which we
,have quoted seems a little obscure in its drafting,
but its intention is tolerably clear and its defects
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may be in part due to the excitement of the reformer
when confronted with compulsory vaccination. It is a matter

of regret to many that want of time or the facilities afforded
by the rules and customs of the House of Commons frequently
hinder or arrest useful legislation introduced by private
members. On other occasions no one can deny that such rules
and customs are capable of use as well as of abuse and that
the suppression and silent obliteration of Bills may be quite
as beneficial as the discussion of them.

BACTERIOLOGY AND THE FOOD AND DRUGS
ACT.

THERE can be little doubt that those who were responsible
for the framing of the Food and Drugs Act never intended or
even foresaw that its clauses could apply to bacterial con-
tamination and such contamination, be it remarked, is for a
bacteriologist rather than a chemist or analyst to discover.
The question opens a very wide field of inquiry and, action,
but already, as we pointed out in a leading article last week,
it has been held that milk contaminated with pathogenic
bacteria is prejudicial to the purchaser within the meaning
of the Food and Drugs Act. We wonder how many public
analysts are qualified to detect pathogenic bacteria in milk or
other articles of consumption. We imagine but very few, and
therefore this ruling sooner or later is bound to have a dis-

turbing influence on the machinery of the Act. We note

that the Institute of Chemistry has already established an
examination in biological chemistry with special reference to
the chemistry and bacteriology of foods, water, sewage, and
effluents, and the practical applications of biological
chemistry to industries. Our own view is that the public
analyst can hardly be expected to undertake the very

intricate work of bacteriological investigation, and such, ill

our opinion, should be referred at his instance to a

bacteriologist. But we recognise the desirability of public
analysts being made familiar with this work and its details.
In the same way it is important, we think, that the public
analyst should have a more intimate knowledge of drugs
and therapeutics than he has hitherto been shown to possess,
and here again the Institute of Chemistry has designed an
examination with the view of certifying that he possesses
such a knowledge ; of course on no grounds should the

possession of such a certificate be regarded as in the smallest
sense a medical qualification.

THE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC VACCINATORS.

THE second annual dinner of the Association of Public
Vaccinators was held on June 28th, at the Hotel Great

Central, Marylebone-road, N.W., at the close of the

annual general meeting. A large number of members,
including representatives from Lancashire, Gloucestershire,
and the eastern counties, assembled under the presidency
of Mr. E. Climson Greenwood, president of the associa-

tion. After dinner some capital musical entertainment was
provided in addition to that which arose from the various

speeches. Most of the speakers alluded in glowing terms
to the excellence of the glycerinated calf-lymph now

supplied by the Government, and Dr. S. Monckton Cope-
man, responding for the Local Government Board, explained
that the dissatisfaction which was caused at first was

due to the large initial demand, a demand far larger
than had been anticipated, as a result of the new Vac-

cination Act. Mr. R. Macartney utilised the duty which
had been entrusted to him of proposing the toast of
"The Association of Public Vaccinators" " to state very

clearly the defects in the status of public vaccinators
under the present Act. Dr. A. E. Cope in responding to
this toast was able to give a very satisfactory account of the
condition and prospects of the association. The con-
scientious objector " was naturally the object of many


